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POPULAR JUSTICE IN SoUTH AFRICA 1ubay

This paper deals, 1n 4 rentative Manner, with 4 relatively new Friclonenol .
Although there have been instances of pecple's justice 1n the past {e..g.

the aoE,ﬂE.M.IoMWM“\.. established during the Pondoland L3103 of the early sixtles)
the present ‘ have not been 1n existence for very louy, and cercainly
their character and extent of the phenomencn has not been adeguately

appreClated untal recently.

One year ajo the type of structures of Fopular power that are found in mary
South Atrican townships today had not been Created.  Even o months ago At

would not have been possible to present the type of materiul that 1s roungd
in thus paper,

On uUw one hand, the creation Of popular organs tor people Lo cuntrol their
own lives may be relatively new. Certainly the scale and SCope of this
Das 1ncreased rapicdly 10 recent nonths. ON the other hand, this s o g T ST T OTaY )

that many of us have not always correctly recognised.  1he teom xeople's

hay been developad as a concepl by ﬂwﬁohnnvnpwhﬁ. The phenomernion, however,
. 3 . o The cleos nbﬂ:.-Ol\lﬁ. e sﬁ. - e
Cane £irst and we have had, an Ooaﬁaocmonmhno revanp our E‘_nanu??mtﬁwt t

The term people's power 1s now starting to be used 1n two seuses ~L0 Leter

to both the situation where the People Govern and also the process whereby
the masses set up elementary organs to contrel Varlous aspects of their
dives. tneil recently we have not clearly understood the relationship
between the visica of a new society, as found, for exanple 10 the Freedom

Charter, and the possibility of starting to create that BOCLELY 0w,

In the past rather flimsy ideas for starting to wmplement the Charter ware

offered. People’s power Liself was generally conceaved a5 Something {or the

future.  Now in May 1986, we have a much more dynamic noznr_@_sb.c:. 1t s
S=DMething that we are lesrning from the Crearivity of the masses. over

-t -

thie Jasl yeal O 0KFe, lass aclivily throughoul Lhe Countly has daemobatl atod
that, even now, the people Can stoll L0 Lake CONLEOl Over Cesoulces aid
WSLitubions that affect thelr lives. Ao darticle o the UK joUtoed, Isizwe

puls L Lhils woys

v 15 true that the lullest cotsol daetionol peuple's power 1s still oo the
turure., le 15 true that control over central stete puwel 1s Uk hey O wany
things. « Without this the detkCraliC say and pariacipetion that nodlious of
South AfriCans have over Uselr lives, will alweys be lamitad.  Nevertheless,
the bulldig of people’s power is suitething thdt is alleady boasg LUibi 20

t0 Ljaaet i bhe course ob ol stowggle. 1t as Dot 00 s Lo 21t boGk and merely
drean of the day that the people shall govern. 1t 1s our lash 0 stolt to
realise thal yoal tow. We must start the poeocess of JAbA2CATIIh] Soulhl AlriCa.
We wist peyun Lo place power Lo e batds OF the people, L0 abl spheces- Ll
ecolany, ehication, culwupe, o contrel, bealth, 1o Lact, whercver Lt is
possLble LT

Slnllar views are explessed i o paiphlet lssuasd Ly the busteln Capser ULF wn

the amnlversdsry of Uie Shorpeville and Lalgd mussacres:

No longer are we prejated 1o woll lor Boths Lo make Ghanges L ouf Ol Cy -
Wetale Lokliy desiiny 1o oul oW badids,  beliecrocy widd nol Culke ol U Uuy <L
ouwl natiutel liberation- 1€ should be BulTEETFGEdy 1o the (dosess ol Ut L £y LEng
the old oided....

Our g LOC a JusSt S00Llety does Bol Lie wilh the il legol Fenjuie- oL Lies 1h the
VISLONO OF o lew S3outh ALgigda- e Fr :.m_.. n Chartes ., M histos 10 task oL
bl by Lhet seolety has now bagun.,

In many parts o the Counlry peoplé's Orgaulsabluns are Wit Loh g aCLivities
that were until .hnc.u:nhm P._ﬁcp... Slule cuntrol of crganisatlons allled to the
Stdte. Whalevel Lashs COLLLLes GUW kel tahe dfe Usdally Dasexd, whiele
Lhey Lul ellectively, wl deep-touted O0Ganlsallons al a sireel wed other locad
devels.  These octivities Loclade the cunninyg ofcreches, buylrg COOpAratlvis,

farst ald, gardening projects, e control, various rofis of cultural

3
SXPression and aliending to o vatiely ol soCial _.noEE_ﬁh ]

IN 50CLal Lransiulmabtions 10 oflar ooubils Tes, HLCh Cidor YonLe' 1o Have solke diee.s
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been the basis for the establishment Of a hew state. Soue of these rudinentary
orgens may be the basis for the Gevelopment of fuller forms. Some may be

transient. But even the transient forms contribute towards the creation of the
new state through weakenung the existing stete and facilitatlig the transter of

power to the majority.

In the concrete conditions of people's power in South Atrica today, all such
organs, including organs of people’s justice, whether endurlng of not, bear

a relationship to a future state in that they elther occupy space vacated by
the repressive or civil apparatuses of the existing state or thelr existence

challenges the state's exastence/occupation.

Context of the rise of popular power today

radimentacy organs of popular power have arisen in a situation of widespread
rungovernabllity® -where there has been an locapacity of lhe state cival
OLygons dnd 1N Gdny Cases, Cepresslve organs to operate  An hatty oreds of the

country. According to Isizwe:

In the townships all over the country the community council system has
collapsed. Elsewnere communiyfys marked out for forced removal to Bantustans
have successfully resisted. This has Created a power vacuul L0 Gy Cades.
In many communltles the old oppressive adulaistrative spructures have been
destroyed. Owing L0 mass resastance, many townships have becone no-
go areus for police and army. The police fear to move around freely. hhen
they do move 1nto townships often cannot enforce law ang order.... £43
Fhew

It 18, however, a mistake o equate ungovernability with people's

Rl Sawl N
mkvrlnﬂu . . Ken Owen .

e ANC's Campoign to make parts of South Africa ungovecnable hes, in the
Eastern Cape Cutie closer to fruition. The townships of the Eastern
Cepe Development Board are now essentlially withoul etieCiive goveliient

FOlive ad ofily Lul1s pelrol the streets, but twke low whidh  srevails

15 that of the people.  People afe Liiodd LY halofo0 Coulls, willul

any Of the salueguards thet clviliscetion hias developed Lo 1is StalCl tor
Justice, @il eleCullon of sirecl duriels. Thie seCulily Loles 4o esouud
afterwards 1o plok up the corpses J8J

People's power 1s 10 Lact o step eyond Cwgovernability . It meailts o syslan

of popular control, pet pg goverpigul. ‘Mnis LS very sSuCCAncLly expressed

10 .Che keyhote oddressed prepered for the yecent Naticual bducation

Crisis Conterénce:

There 18 an HIpor Lant dlstintlon betwesn ungoveibalbility alid pasupde 'y paael.
IN & sltuation O ungGVeriabilily the goveriieil doessn’t have Conliol,  Bat
nor do the pecple.  Wille they have Leohell Uk Shaukles OF Qlreuh guverineiit
rule the people haven't yel dabaged to coulrol und difecty ke SitUallch. Thete
18 a power vecuuu. I o »)tuatlon of poople's powar the people ale stafliig
to exerclse control. {67

ChaCaclel O Cudinentary orgails ol jeople's powel hd.u

Blemehlaly as these torms ol populal pwel may be thoy saialaest thelselves
it varyiny degiees ol ulurily.  While weny © gy La tundabentaolly
Progressive L ABtenlion of evell i plaCllce, Chie W...wm.ﬁ&ﬁ the ClimiuLlLy
1nvelvenent and degree \_@. political duscapline exercised, the norfe
advanced these systens tend Lo ke, (Put briefly ang schemdatically,

the more advanced the systen, the less 3Cope Lor violenCe djaifusl The
Comnunity, the more enphasls on social no_..nupc:u poditical unity etq.
This emphasis can only be Wansluted 1nto reality where thefe s o talcly

hagh level of organisdllon)

Systums of popular powet arise [Tol the poetple withoul any legal sanction.
Thiei exlsStence b8 an lacl Olleh 10 Opposiilon to the leqgul suthorivy

O law ol the exlotliyg ordes.
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Crgans of .vaovwm.u power tend in varying degrees to be independent of, indeed
O—u@o.mar to the existing state structures, official conceptiuns of the nature
of the social order, dominant ideas and culture, IN the speciflic ared
concerned, the creation of a popular counter-order may presuppose or lead

to the eviction of the authority.

Very often theseorgans have arisen at the instancCe of commnity organlisations
or youth organisations. Sometunes they have arisen independent of such

organisational structures.,

Spoataneous organs may somety@pb becoile manifestaricons of people's power.
khat qualifies them as such 1s not the motivation of those involved. Very
often the main acters see thenselves as cperating in ihe interests of natlonal

liberation and as estaklishing popular organs

The Key questlon 1S not the self-perception of such individuals, but whether
such organs, no matiel how Created, become respensible to wwd involve the
parvicipation of the comounity concernsd. In many cases courts or other
disciplinary organs have been established by youths or others oukside of
organisdtional or communaty discipline or authority. lo many ceases such
organs may have become organs of popular power, but unless they fall undec
such communaty or organisaticnal dairection, they cannot be characterlsed

as such.

The characteristic feature of Orgens Of people's puwel 15 thall demlratalc
nature. Whwther rudimentary of not, they arise fron Lhe people, essentlally
trom the bottom. They seek to ensure the participation of ordinacy

people and the accountabllaty of those exercising outbority.

PROPLE'S JUSTICE

People's jJustiCe 15 a LoCel Of people's power. A5 wiih edvanced 1ot ol
peoplets Justice and people's power, the viabality Or 8 rudinetaly Syslh
15 dependent on dercoralic controk, accountabliiity and parilCipatii.

Io current conditions such ob)eCtlves appear 10 ke nost aleguately
oulileved z.?ﬁn.u ....,..1.02...“ Lical OlganlSatlon ol o stfetl, 20, died OL LIGCK

level 18 cstablished,

AS with people's power Lu guikelal, systens Of people's justice ate fowsd lo v

L diegrecs of melurity, depending O the extent ob counwitty ovelvelent
aud control. Where the youlh are domltant the eflent of Ceerciun inay teid
Lo be higher. Even where the CLVC OCQulsdilons aiad obhel O0galilBalions
ate 1nvolved, whele youlh urJailSafions afc mefe developed an stiuClules
wvolvig parents, the degree of comnunity control olien sedns less aud

abiility Lo conirol Courclon tess eliective.

1t 15 uecessdary Lo stress, however, that all Systais Chat go wider Lhe ks
‘people's justice! or are called that by the authurities are Lot that. A
Kalwjarow court, that 1z, a structure unconneCted W and unacccuntable to
Ll Copomunlty, run by ukbividuels, even A done in thie lale of ‘the
struggle', 1S 00t aun olgdl O peoplet's power,  In Lact such striuctures

ay Letkdd LW be okstacles i tht way O 118 aChléevelent

The systems 6l peopde’s Justlce have developed 1o a mew Coilexl o
‘ungoveriebllity ', bul withih ab ovelaell Crisis of legitumacy of the
EXASTLW aporlheld order, that has been developiag for stmetime.  ‘Lheve
lias Lol a gebietal Lreokdown oI contldenge not unly in vhe _(S,::.“n»

Otgails ol the stdle bul also of the ¢rumnal Justice sysiew.
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Thi mwrna

Before the present crisis, there was considerable evidence of Commun Lty
hostilaty to the police and reluctance to report offences to thé.am. In
adlition, the police were often inaceessible to those who might have wanted to

report such offences L33

The present period has scen a massive escalation in hostility towards
A@u\motnﬁ force, with a virtual breakdown in thelr crime control
functlons 1n many townships. In addivion, police, along with cther
state funcricnaries have been killed or come wder other Lorms of atLack.
1N other situations (e.g. the Northern Transvaal and Alexandrs township)

Canpalgns have sought o lsolate the police monwwt.w_h.n,u

A repart on Fort Beaufort remarks: 'Members of the comnunity have

experienced an ongolng campaign of frequently unrestrained ,T...Fon aCTLON against
them: harassment, intimidation, darge-scale beatings, arrests ond

Getentions'. This has created an atmosphere of extensive hostility

Ge3
towards the police.

In Atteridgevalle, current attitudes to the police are described as

follows:

in the past people used W go to the police but whot we have seen from
August 1585 18 that people have lost confidence 1t tiwe police, Lhat they
doa’t take theolir disputes to thesn Y MOLG. e

The attitude of the police towards the people who have come 1o report
Cases 13 described as 'arrogant® and 'not sympathellic to the problens ot

whe peopler. (17

.

) eddition, Uk pollte ate 'los g Ghe conlidence ol Lhe people getweoolly

1 the Lownshilps, . The way they conduct themselves, people sev e police-

fluzt) as entorcers of spattheid. And theretore they avre not plepured 1o Luve aly
wore dealings with Uwn.,  And aiso because there have been Calls for police-

el Lo réesigln and now they see thal there 1s o contradiciion Lov them o

’
LoaJ
MakKe this Call and &b the sane e go and reporl Cases T then, '

In Port Blicaleth, L1t 1o Claliksd a‘&.h. petple do ot (POt Cases tw Lk
police,  They 'dont wanl (U e seet (0 e collaboratiig b LOLOrinig
the podice betore the arch Comusttees have bueen sntormesd.  Sote problens can

b sorled out mr;:.ccn gotin o the police, which 18 guelally secn
137
ay desibable., ', MiNusell Jach, president of the Wort Ellvabeth Yoult

Cotjress suys:

Preseutly there are areus (1o Pork Blizebel) where the people heve

already taken a decision tiel the police will ot ke seen there ad the police
will N0k gut Luko these aleas....Bul there afe arvas like Lo Dew

Brighwon, Rwadehhele where the people have oot yet takhen such o decision that
the police should LoL Cone dn....*

T
Qnothe genral atliude ol Arricuns in borl Bidzabeth to the police, Jaeck
Saysl
They belleve the police Pave Killed 50 many poeople in Ui past aod ey
have 1o coulidence 1o the law ol Lhe country, lm\qu_ Have seen the police takiing
thelr lesders, Chatgliyg bl ad st of the Charges el droppaad and
Lhey tave uu confadence 1 Lhe daw.o'%J

-
ReaGling 0 COMUULTY ProsSsures, it aipaeals _._.vﬂ Mmony black police ate Fesigilig.

Stk puiliely burn thell dnliocis. 1o BahyCases, Lhose who celuinl i
a7

Uw LofCe bove Lo live 1n 'ealle® outside thelr hooe townshiip. LN
the Nortlwrn Transveal, o atecent Colpalgn ogalbst pollee and olbers
WOrkaing within Che apef Ukeid syslem, mode 1t Lpossible Lor them to

L oo

pPutlfonise ally SHOPs 1 the LowWhishilps,



The People Take Control

In consequence of the eviction of the SADE and SAP frowm many areas, thelr
incapaciLly to cope with guestions 6f crime, or evenl to enter sobe townships,
people’s alternative systems have been S£U Up. Weza Made of Uitenhage

says:

Ja. I can Sdy it 1S the conmunlty that 1s the maln source of power because
the state has really lost the control over the people.  He has no power
over the people in terms of controlling them. ‘lhat 18 why the people

have formed these area committees s0 that they can prevent the Cruse rate
and try o cootrol them. £+7J

Titus Mofolo says that in consequence of the loss of confidence in the

police, since August 1985

people are actually coming to the political activists to try to resolve
thear probleas and thelr ditfecences (1n Atteridgeville). 1t was

telt that there should be struc tures which will actually work with
those kinds of problems and try to resolve thon., And over and above,
an advice Office was opctied by the local civic organisation, which

15 ASRU {the Arteridgeville-Saulsville Residents Orgailsatlon), to
look 1n to the problems of the community and to try to

resolve the disputes and dafferences which people are brikjixg to the
activists, JigT

This type of function seems to be fulfilled by other Civlc advice offives,

such as tnat of the Soweto Civic Assocration.S/#7

The authority of the popular organs seem to be accepted by the people.
Accuser and accused appedr to share values or accept the authority of
these values and the organlsatlicons umplementing them. ‘Mhis s

1llustrated by the following exchange with Titus Motolo:

~lo-

U BUL now sOheblies obe Call sge thal stk violence way break out. i
you Jdo anythiyy aboul thal?

At 1 think in AlteCidjevalle we are a Little bit tortunste 1n that

UL CLganiBulluns afe avcopled by the whole Cdulanlty. 1 you Culie aned
dppreal o peuple o stop whaltvel thuy wel'e yoaly Lo do, they always Listen.
What L5 intefesting is bhab you wmight lind there alfe WO conterndiing

parties. Uhey will try Lo show you Lhel they afv botn Cong wdes alad dlsu Lhut
they are both right

Qs In tenns of accepled cottodely values!

A Ve, YOu dobil aChually Lind o S1lUalion Whete pusopde will dely what
the colrodes als Sayling. ' ed

This aULhorAly apixcars W b acknowledged i varyloyg degioes by the
poloce. 10 38 repurlad Fron nuterous afcus el pollCe souelists tell

cunplolnants 10 'Go Lo the comredes®. -
~

In Part Ellzeietly, when people have gone 1o the police, they biaver Lasah
todd ‘g and repoct to (Mkimseli) Jack and (Heory) Fazdle, dgo o Uw
ULE obfices, ge L0 PEBCO (Fort glizabeth blach Clvic Urgdnlsaiion) alad ihed

cbviously the peuple got trustfated ad they waited thelr cunplelits loched

L2

aL.t Maphietlil Lecuw, o leader of the Saulsville-Atteridgeville

Youlh Orgahlsotlon {(SAYO) ropoitis:

I faCt what 1s . apfatilic] bow 3 sOtebody gues o fegld to e
police statiun, the police afe telling v go 1o Lhe cung agles, ey
say Wiele ala Cuirades who ate fixang things there.

Q: o Lhiey bay thal i 4 bhostile way Of do Lhey sSay Thal because they
Celogiase bhal? .
Al Tirey bedogtiloe thal 1t L8 Dappaenirgg. 1t 15 not hoslile Lal o LeCoiiist)
Gl the fatt. Lo Lecl khere are the olblivess awd alst DlaCh olficets who

do ol like these ordibary policesen O do this. but whel e Copteld LS
sonewhiele afousd they will Lot say ‘Yo to the comgades'. LU taais They
afe 0 lunger Capubde of duing thedo Jokn bhen the Captalt is elodicl

they Just beke the Cube and pretend to Fﬁ abling 2t ard when e 15 out

thiey say ‘letier to pass 00 Uns 1ssue.’ )



—il

Titus Mofolo says:

.

...E don't know af they are deing At cynically or if they reaslize that we are
wE.m to handle those cases., One policeman who 1S notorious in Pretoria

and 1n Atteridgeville in particular, who has been goitg around shootung
vsompn. and he 1s generally arrogant, had a problem with has tamily where |
apparently his father was beating up his mother and things like that, Now

but that didnt help. Until cne day he tipped off his younger Uno.n:....,n L0

came $o the alea Commitice to report this case, because he said to his
woﬁbnh,ﬁnoﬁ hat thas case can only be handled ef fectively by the conrades.
mo,am Came there and reported the case and nnocently he evel told the comrades
that ‘I have been sent by my brother who is a Cop.'  The Cuiirades

3 went and Spoke to his father and the problem stopped Ja-57

The people  are no less sceptical of the South African on.m.,hm than of the
Police. This has been manifestod on @ Varlely of plases. in the 19605

Nelson z&M.nHW challenged the right of a South African epartheid court
—d
LO wry hum. A variety of other modes hava boen adopted to deliglitimise

[£X 94
political trials,  In 1585 ANC Querrillays occused 1 o LLeasd)

trial challenged the fight of the court to beang charyes, daemandiug

prisoner of war .mnwnc.m.ﬁu‘h.u

At a less publicised level distrust of the courts in the cotmunties has
Lavz
Dbeconw: very widespread. Judges themselves recognise this. In

Fort Beaufort i1t 1s said:

They believe the local Bagistrote 1o be 1n alliance with U police against
then.  In trials, evidence mww\‘%m by police and commuulty CuuicLllors is
eccepted unquestioningly....

In Atteridgeville, 1t 1s sald:

Qur local magistrate's court in the eyes of the ¢ i

‘ A Comnunity, I thiok when
you hear what people Say about that court,in fact when YOU agfue referiltef
to the hangareo oourt, you could be referrlng to that couct.

-k el

Q:  1s thoat thelr attitude?

A Jdo thelr attitode, add 1 think also the attitude ¢f the dwgislodle in
Lhal court. “the way they speak 1o the people -they Qtually oct {ihe
policumen.  Su the poGple muke 00 ULSLLICLLUG Dotwen Lhen alkd U jarkice

Wi And the dew?  The ordiuary $outh ALrlcan Law?

Al Puople ofe genelally suylfs) they ate tightlng thol lew aod Lhat 1s thelo
attitude. 297

lhese sentlmentls appedl 1O ealetd LO SUpeClor as well as Luferlor coucts

0 other puris ol ihe cc:@._h.%.@&w

Sellb-cotsclousdy Wyl Lo civale o ditlegfenl Uype of Justice

IN response to the Dreakdown L trust and slthor ity Of the establistiea
Courts, people's Courts aid uthe! afpardluses of Contrel have boen
establishied L Lewishilps L0 lioaly palfls of e Transvaal , Bustetn

G

Cape  Katoo and burder cegious. IN Fort bBeaulort, Walsul wh ilcs:

These (People's courts) are diledted af preventing on estCalotiun ot

Glife L0 Al Lewbobilps atd ate usad e suttle dispules, Ty eie L ted

10 thelr ascope.  The Justitullons 6L state have lost thell pespect snd the JEE AVY
dre Lhcreasingly tesolyed Lo overthrow them. Lo thelr eyes state ower La

U longer leglllnate. &30

But e court systen awl e other systuims of control estalslished,

Sult-Constiously Swek d Justite diftereal $row that in existence.

WeZd Made says: 4 ’

They are not trying Lo lmitetd Uk whlle COUrls OFf UCyLng W boal paeopde. ...
They ale thede W0 Cleate prade il the paeopale. 1L tbere 18 smsuliling -
Yoy tw heppel they Call thy people dvolved togelber ad Uy to wnd Fe-ﬁhulw

Al ancuyious paliphilet issued i Atterldgeville mokes 1t guite cleaf that

the court systen conCelviad 1S uite dillerent Loom that of the

CALSEIG Systen. L bhe tlist place, populer pactlolpetion 1o streseed
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A people’s court must give THE PEOPLE & chance to be heard, and to receive
Just trestment. Unlike the present legal system, 1t should not be blased
1n favour of the powerful and must not be simply & ikeans wheceby the
interests of the powerful are ensured st the expense of the oppressed

~and the exploited. Or, to put it another way at the expense of the
powerless.

Tre powerful 1o the present legal system are obviously the bosses and their
government. We must be careful not to sumply turn the . ables and allow,
for example, the townshlp youth to Operate in exaCtly the Sume way

as the bosses and the governmbent do in  the present systeon,

The panphlet warns of the danger of the people’s courts actually

'samalatling or emulating' the prevailing legal systaen:

Although the form of a people's court difters dramaetically from the
established courts, their content may still be the sane and o lot of

thought needs to go 1nte ensuring that in ifs proceedings and in the principles
that guide AT, the people’s Court 1s not sinply a bOurgeols CoOurt takinkg

place 1n a back room in a ghetto. L5347

Trzus MOZolo baulked at the use of the word 'court' unless gualafied

10 & manper that Clearly dastinguashed at frow ordiluly Coudts:

WHat we are seelng bhere 1s that people are actually Cholletsjing not

only the SAP. ‘hey are 5150 Challenglng the bourgeols couris. Hut they have
no confidence in the magistrate who, according to them, are actually
entrenching or actually Jjudging them according to upartheid law. Now

W people are doing in a small way is to develop their own law 50 thot at
the local level they are actually starting to govertt themselves. And evey 1f
they are not perhaps skilled legally,they are able to solve disputes.... (257

Instrunents of People's Justice

The structures Or lnstrumeits used to wmplement populdt Justice alfe
variable, ranging from self-acknowledged court systais to advice offices
performing madiation and dispute settlement. In meny LNstandes, as

we have seeh, there is a reluctance to use the word ‘court® partly
because of an identification of the term with the aparthield oourts, partly
also, for security redasons. In some cases where ofydns are not described

as courts, they tend 1o pertorm functlons very simllar to that of

Y
13- !

ackiwwloedyged people's couris.

Evenl the ditfereace in fwiction between aore self-cousClously ' judicial’
OLyds aikd Colplalils ollices Of CLVICS, 5UCH as thal Of the Sowelo

. . T

Clvie AbsoClallon, Ls very oltef Ole Of dagiee., 1o LOth Cabes they LTake
over Lunctlons netinally perlotined Ly the couris of otler ofgans ot

the Soulls ALrican mw_wpﬁ._,. o law. ‘Their scope 1s howevel widelr than

the ordiiary courts and thelr objectives, a8 will be andicetad, ate

Jdiflekein '

~
Uhe process ol dispute scitlaient 15 peronnssd 6ot only Lo thiese
~
SLOUCLW s DUL 4t o Duilbgedst om.;._,ana..ﬁ_ﬁ Jevels - dowt o the Stlect ael
y

even house level ~whictiover wost etfoectively achileves the Spedilic O jecrlve

Gy

~buliding orf Lestoriiyg unkly, solviny differchves elg.
IN must Lownships, Systems have been developed tor nvestlgulitg offelces,
Feullalhdiny ©F appioctcinilieg Obtenders,  These voluntesrsare vaidously

kiiowi das MuSoidieis, suabullo, malsballs, efe

T 3o The popular Shal aCled OF the Oow Systen OF Jusflce fhaliilented?

The way 1h which Offededs afe Lreatid reflects the recogni tion of

Crimk: ds n. .,.;.o.n.wcp. P.‘.h..vp._.u: aclsing in the wald tros the condltluns of
natlional vppression awd Class exploltation uder which the mojority ok
South Ali lals live, conditions conduclve to crunindlivy. The community's
response 18 privarlly political.  lhe enphosis 15 pleCed ob feconcilialion,
ensuring Lhat the Complainianl and of tender San live anlCably togeller

1 the future. o secure Whis, culipematlon DY return obf stoloen goids,
Fol exdauple, 18 stlesscd ansteed of punishient. I basico approach

seeks (0 wluCate people about political priorities, O bolld ubiry

8 H L4
abd dtegrate thun into community struggles wad orjanisat s, AGConig
“
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tO a feport in SASPU Natjonal of Deceubxr 1985, 1h (ueuhdilow?

‘The street committees help prévent crime and setile disputes in

the conmunity. But the street commlttees do 00t have a mahdate 10 punlsh
poople.  All 1ssues must go to the area level.

in disputes, the community leadership discourages the use Of violeuce.
Instead people musr be educated. It's polntless o MPCLsOD OF dasdauit
someone for stealing, when poverty is the cause. 30 we explaln the Cduses
of poverty and how best At can be got rid of, sard an organlser,

Tne approach of the Atteridgevaille community Organlsatlons 18 that ‘crime
Can't be divorced from the wider poltaical issues. 1t has been proved

that massive police operations are unable to solve couwe. 'his 1s very

clear 1n Soweto where from time to tune there are pollice operatlons in

he townships, but nothing i1s being seolved. Every ..zcnr.Eﬁ wany peGple are
kxlled. But where effective peoplée's organs have takenr root we see that crime
has gone down. These peopls's organs are rudinentary features of

people’s power. Now when people take over, 1t 1s Clear o us that colme

will ke solved, because LOr us Crime Cannot b dilSassoulatad Lrom apartheid.

.hwﬂ.w

Apartheld and crime are one and the same thing.
Maphethl Leeuw of the Asteridgeville youth, Says:

In our area we are afpdifl of using torce and threateniny people.  Uhe
people live in fear- 2t will really be a problem to us...lN Our aled we
stress that we, the comrades, we must never use force. We are always
trying to talk to the people.[297

IN Urtenhage Weza Made explains the approach adopled where the

amabutho-the people's police have used vicolentCe addifist the people:

I went to the amabutho and told them: ' Look we must not Jdo that.

Now you do the same to the people as the police do over the peopie.

The people will strake you off from the membershlp of the orgaasations
of the pecple.

- -1b

he are Lughtling for the liberotion of oul people.  We must nol $bl-ticat
Cthem,  We siust Ll Cause Lhoms Lo Opl FOr lls belter el Guverent  thay

U AU et L8 W kil ise the people. Gegotilse and ol lbe egulist

e oppressive futces, 1 we du stiethltyg whiCh 1o mlsconduct over e Khiey
will cul away Lrom ws. JU will b Vely dalgelous.  We Cullot Jo as abh orgurnl
Sallun withoutl the Support rpom the peopde and 1 told Uwean the vely
MMERCLANT thlog! we bt gel people 0 support us LUU jaer celit. he

dutit need 99K L We want LW per cent. e nust Show the worid Ui
Joverimail stutkd alone.,

When ashed: But 4 sdiwone LS violetl towstds the anulatio, would Lhey
JUSE LOY ebd Conttol him of her alrd sl beat Such o pAstsou st

A Yen ata] Walll Usan,  Balouse we Dead To tell them: 'Look Lhe ellice who tias
trested you like this. lhey would Liltool you- Deot you., ey

WO'E glve you a cllanue 1o say everythuny, de eVeL Yty you Lay. 1w

Yot o Chance with ub W Lalk.  YUu ore awale You Woiil e beaten Ups arwd frathils
will be dulie Lo yoy aiid we ph.._ﬁ hath 11 you SEALL fave suietlicg, you ale
affested by the police, wholer you hoad bock these things you steal or

oL Bue Just hand teck thd hings you steal Drom the owet .

m{o..w

What we feod is willy oikols) s,

1o Port Elilzateth, wmarshalls dwder the disCliplitie Of e POt Ellsate:tl:

PeYeo T

Youlh Cotgress Mialotali otder an the COMMNLEY . FOrCs 15 NOL peliilssilhe:

'8 Now  hiow do thwey apjly duscipliie? Arer they aliowed Lo Use LOZCe
al wll? '

Al Ne. They dre not usiliy any Llorce
I N0 YOU LISLOLCT Ly Lot to use LGLee?

Al Yes, beCause thoefe 1s 0o oead 100 Us W Jdo thal. We are tryityg o
show that we afe profeviitg the Commdiity. 1t 1s Hlportanl thol Colulodes
when they talk about Lieadom, Lt pust be seen Ly the people,  Cihey

st show suibe difieence belweet Undn daid the OPLLessive nm&«m 514

Lie goverfoenut, Like the pollce.  Tuey sust Shdw Lat they afe aCCoulileble
LG Gur ofganlsations. For Lustance, if the parshail NLE o pAtrs0n, Che
bevple Kiuws he belongs to PEYCU.  Utie people Gome to us.  we will

take harsh disClplinary beuasdies agalnst that.fw/ >

The wype of disciplinary mcasures thel the organisation wnpaloy, s
Cleurdy depeid tor thiar eftectivity on the deytew of od riicul support

cljuyed by the Gtdelllsalion:



\A.Q\

{: What sorr of disClplinary measures?

A: In Port Elizabeth, if there 13 one i

: 1 P thing they tear L1t 15 to be

M”vb.m.wnﬁn from nt.o moatligs or ofif. Nobody wants to bxs Subpended,  We will

now.n nmoc. w.mE Canfot Coter tO Lhe Messblngs FOr thruve wechs.  hen you

s Mna, any mestlngs, De Lt PEYOD meetligs of mwctligs of any uther
atliofyd 1n the township. Obviously he Cannot, while Huspa=ridead

put on the ' shirt of the s s ’
16 a way. £ Orgamisat  ons and theht you will be 18olatod

It 15, however, nncn,\ that despate such injunctions and the officiral
policy of many organisatlions, enforcement of disciplinary codes

10 mény rownsnips still tends to entail violence. 'Ihis has been the
case in Alexandra, for mxg_“ﬁwugs 1t 15 not approved by

the Alexandra Youth Congress. In sUCh S1Tuations the extent to

which modes of discipline can be adequately maintainod depeids on

the level of development of the organisetion concerned. IN

sotme Coses, detdfghons may have removed the most dasciplined leadership.,
In other cases, the weakness of civic organisation reduCes

the extent of adult Lnvolvement in the discipl ity process and

atfects the CapaClty to control ‘overzealous' elemens.

twm 18 political: *Rehapllitation’ by Jjoining poople‘s OEGanilSat 10ns

'S0 when we try to sol g
ry ve the problems’, in the view or Atreridgeville

CIVIC leaders:

vnoMMMMM w...wlwa mm.oa a bepmnwnnp. polnt of view. 30 that our methods of solvan
foolen, an E,u, pates diftrer nnoa.n:m wdy the police would atually <
hese problems.  Our main aln, ultimately |, is for theese

brothers and sisters, or oo ades
. nz S whoe could & R N
form = . actually have more task oy
in omwnonmnspmmnwoﬁm if they were not fighti ot .m L pw to per

Askest :
Lo elaborate, step by step, through what would happen, say, 1f someone

elte

hed stolen soucthing, he replied:

Ustally the cumplaindst will Jo to ik lesiers Of LLs Gwh aled 10 tepit Lhne
Mot tet and elter fepol Lixg the Matler, The executive of thal atca

wild Cuke tegether aid will call the compluinant and the petson who 1s

Deilxy accused.  From the start it will be explained, the alms and Ok JenvRives
Ot the Lrganlsations ., ._u_..m:_wnoﬁ thal our priliely alm 13 o uslte paoople. Al
trom there, they will listen te the Case trom boih people. e Conplultan
will relote what has Dupponcsd and then the oOther person will also be

given a chance to resgind. At appeal wiil always Le hade To LOTH partics
to help the comnlites W resolve the problem as asicably as possible. 44

The Attegidgeville youth adopt o similar stance;

50 each  und every Case the problem 1s the government awd we Say this
thifky Nas been caused by the government. 30 what we should do 1 Coite TO W

neetlngs. S0 GaCh wd ﬁm.:. Case 1t must conciude wivh o politicel thlisg. s

I

"
The Process of edndilsterisy Justice 1s seel dbs pall Of the lddilon

~
of pulitical organisatlon, o pProcess wheleby Crgafilsalion Ls prowgnut loser

Lo Che poole axd 1nvVolving them o counirol of theil wwWn lives ad
problems. 4o
The apuioach would Ley te, after we've resovlved the dispute, ndhe b

wue GF Us.  Our appeal will alweyd ber, 10 he has doie abythiog weoiys
we don't have 1o scacch.  he don't have to anbikldele. e dun't have to



aiYe

force him that he has done so. But he must voluntaraly ayrec that he has done
50 and atverwsrd JOLN our Organisatllon.  We dre Not guwy o hold anythilng
adalnst hum atter be has actually done 50

@ To what extent do you think you succeed with this approach?

A:  We have many cases where people wall actually voluntarily give us
intormation about what has happensd and the fact that we afe not taghting
with them, the fact waht we are toylng to advise them, we are explalnug to
Join us, actually appeals to people because most people want to be part

of us. In the past they used to think that the struggle or pollitics are meant
for some selected few. But now they realize that they should bo part of the
whole process and when they are invited to join OLQanisations, they happily
accept the ravitation. S50 that that approach actualliy, and the fact that he

15 goIng to be one of the activists, one of the nw\mrnnu. oG- tually does help. a7

Emphasis 1s placed on Compen Satlof Nt punLtlve actlon

‘It 13 not actusllys case of accusing one and passify) suntence on that (£ 2 1o
but of whoever 1y Wwrong to see that be 1s wrong. And it 1y Amprbant to ke
part of the Community, without people contronting each other....* “

in some of the cases people have Just confessed thet thay did Lt 56 what we
normally said 18 that we are glLVANg you a warning but what yOu have to do

15 make sure rhat by the end of this month you have paid this man Dack all
his money. . 49

This oriantation sOmMetlmes has the effect that the community may not ke
sat:sfled wath a person having served a sentence of the ordinary courts
for robbery 1f the stolen goods have not been returned. o one Case, an
Pore Alfred, after a person had served a sentence tor Stealing o gearbox he
still faced wvestigations trom local stouctures with o view to CABUT LW

return of the pten €O the owner. 5@

NON-COCEr at LON ~O8Lraclsm

Atiempts ar securing COOPEration are not always successfud. AdCused sSometimes
retuse Lo assist. In such cases, in Atteridgeville, Lf 1t 1s alleged that someone

has done something:

wer ulwuys Walll as dlly witicnses das Ponsibie L o Cuse wWinele o faeloulh docati* L
Wl LO velantarily Qlve Sornation,  Fras thelc we PRGN out b e pxAiounl
thet 1t 15 golug 0 e Jdiftcudt tor han Lo be PALt QL Thie Cldstuilty L

he 13 not Soupwratily with us, Al the Fact that 1 s thalty pouple are

Sayliyg that fwe's done such aid such o Wiy, ael he 1n ot Yutily Lo Coline g
WiEN Loforat lon, we dafe golig tw tLAd At very J1155Cult in fature 3f hee hau

o prollen and Copes toO us tor us Lo help ham, 50 cur approach Ls that

wet will dppeeal G lium until né sees the Feason why he should actually Cooperate
With us. Aad also the Lact thot when peopls don't COOptate with us, the Comnu-
LY tefds Lo Gstraclsc then. And the faCl that people wolt to llve

with thelr nelghbours wid be hoppy with thelr friends, and LI 10 an evelt whory
That orgeliidation of livity tegether Can be cug OIL, 4t 18 gOoire) to be Jdarraugcie
tQ Hot dctually Cooperate, you sec. it

Practical Stoels Lo Curly Critws: LLlsabilin], Cudtoews cto

Accordiig Lo o report i the Star of B lluh, sltee the AtIGduction
.y
O @ veluthitary Curtew thaf month, [ot ofie MRICET OF el lous S bud Lason

Cepolted 10 KUUgersdolsts Raghso oatd Mutislevllle Lownships., ‘U tiee

contrary, ‘writed Jon Qeelane, more than LUU thugs are sadder Lul wiser or Tet
Makilg) COltat with Small groups of youlhs CHLOCCLLG o COode OF duedent huuan
bubiaviour in bl townships, The Krugersdutp activists hoad st atout [E SN P
the thugs of Lhelf weaponus ond wduCatlig thau as to how to Llve with thoelc
Fellow men and wolsfi. Al GAeCuCLive Dember of the Ragise Consunet Boycott
Cumltiuve Said: 'When our oClivists vufer shelbeens thay Ceguest ahybody

wimed Wwith o Knite to place 1L on the taple. 1o many Cuses Kaltaien volunterily
Surreoder thelf wedpxiis., ! The result, says welaue, not G murder was ’

fepurted LN the towhuhips dulis) Decener .

The curtew 15 not oloicial tat young and old will tell you 1t o1s L Llgorousty
obset vad ol Say the aliksit conplote efadicGat LOn OL Serious UL Lo Prowt eliobgh
OLLEs suCCusd.  An eldeily wolal trom Kegiso 2 townshif sard:

PYOundy thugs wntent on rubbing people of thell woyes atkd other valgables

have been taught a lesson and i the nany years that 1 have

lived hete 1 on seels) ths cotmunlty behave decently tor the fiest tife.

Curtews and disahiisg people Ot Kolves and other WEAOOMNS L o Taiily

Gumion mode of populat pollCing, practlsedalso in Mokora, Duduza, Soweto,



pretoria, Aluxandra, pezts of Port Elizabeth, Port Altroed amony other

_.
pilates, i

A5 with other d¢ctivitles, this practice containg within ot possimlities
ot abuse. Maphethl Leeuw, vice presiudent ol SAYQD says  that SAYO

had at one stage mounted searches lor weapons:

Mow 1t happened that it had its own problems like when searching...there were
some elements who put therr hands inside (pockets) and maybe when 1ts there
they frel some money and then his hand comes out full of money. So people were
complaining that they had lost their watch to the comrades. 'Thecomrades

came atxl searched me and took my watch,' they would say. S$So we decided

to stop that. 55 *

Tirtus Mefolo comments:

Last year, after the first consumer hoycott which lasted {or two weeks, in August,
the youth started to go from shehbeen to shebeen searching for people who

have got knaves or other dangerous wespohs to confiscate theme 1 muge

admit that the imitiative at that time was spontoneows, bat because rf was
constructive wotk, the organisaticons took them and discussed with the

youth and they fell under the dhrection and discipline ¢! the organisat lo0. ...
>_.% now because th_ere wore complaints from some people that when youth are con-
duiting the raids looking for dangercus weapons, thete wers some abuses where

some of the youth will actually rob people of their money and things 1iker

that...

The solution was found in control by tight organisation:

It was felt that the area comittees which had recently been established should
take charge of that oparation. That means, tn an area, 1n 8 block of houses people
whe would he conducting those searches, would be under the supervision of the
oxecutive of that block of hoouses. So that the people who would be doing it
would be known amonst those residents and again they will be people staying
there, 5o that the cases of abuse were virtually non-existent ofter that, atter
the establistement of the area committees. So abuses, where people would use
the name of the comrades to settle disputes or perhaps discipline

people unnecessarily, we don't have them since we have tftfee logat structfighes.
Here and there, of course, you'll find that an overzealous youth has done

things which are outside theiv accepted tules of conduct. And what

will happen 1s that that youth will he taken to the area committee and then
asked why he 1s dolrg that and the arca committee members will assess whether

Cornmr ameteanal ia pRddiddalily conseious or s just dorry thangs for tun. Andd i
there they will decide whether they reter it 1o the advice

o1t e ay
settle 18 there, ! ety 1S

b6 (The advice olfive 15 a type ot court of Apperal )

stroggle -related of fences

But the question of oftences committed in the ndme ot the liberation

struggle 1s a broader problem. ALl over the country there are complaints

taht youths hijack cars or demand money or engage w0 similar octivities, sup

to fulfil their role 1a'the struggle' 57 Campaigns such as the consumer
hoycott, stayaways and even more conventicnal clean-up campaigns provide

oppottunities for abuse. Organisations apbpxrar to be taking steps to end

this.58, Acgording to a report in Business DAy of 18.12.85 the
Krugersdorp Consumer Hoycott Committee had sel up groups to' Moot out crimina

elements who intimidate and rob motorists, shebeen owners and taxi drivers

in the pame of the struggle.

Hundreds of rands worth of cash and goods were seized trom the alleged
criminals by the U%Qmﬁ. committee’s aCtivists after which the culprits were
punished and later lectured on what the boycott meant, according o a

boyeott comnittee spokesperson in Krugersdorp towiships ot Munsieville

and Kagiso

According to the Sowetan of 19.12.45 the Pretoria Consumer Boycott Committee

had Jaunched & cumpaign to wipe out thuggery during the boycott of white shops

««The apokeosperson urgec
el
. drastic ac tion would be taken 1{ this warning

youth to stop harassing and intimidating t¥1-drivers

and residents,  He

was ignored.

The solution to such problems is again sought by political education and
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bringing the YUth 1nto organysed structures., Weza Made of (1 tenhage remarks

We're trying very hard to talk to the youth and we're trying to say:

‘We must educate those people (who de not 1ollow the Consumer boycott) because
Some of these people have not received the messagqe ol what (s qgoing to

hapren, some ol the people are reluctant to JOIn our atruggle, 10 takes time to
trnderstand even the motive of consumer boyeott und everytiung.  So they must
Yy to explain instewd of creating anothep distllusionment from the

eople and must try to encourage them, show the motive of the Consumer

boyeott, s

to which force is used, tends to depend on the strength of the orgamsation .
Where organisations are deeply rooted, coercion seems to be very limited.
According to Titus Mofole, it is ne lohger necessary to monitor the congumer
boycotts or Stayaways in »ﬁoﬂ.anm&..pwm. since the entire Community backs them.
They do not set up road blocks or search residents {or jtems bought 1

LOwT, ﬁmww In Port Alfreq, Qugile Nkwinti says that a Stayaway is enforced
by propaganda. A youth beats a3 zine tin the night before, shouting Mo work
tomarrow, NO one is heaten up to enforoe consumer boycotts or Stayaways,
for 1t 18 thelr own decision, made at all levels rangary from the executives
ol the organisations, down to the Streets. Nkwinti emphaslzes the need

for umity and pRace within the commnity. ‘We realize if we work with

*
violence we are not going to influence them,®®

Even where there 14 ho campalan such as a consumer boycott, gangsters dre some-~
times pose ag ‘comrades' in order to rob of commit other criminal acts,

IN Soweto, steps have been taken by the Civic as well as the youth
organisations to stamp this Qut. In the Star of 13.02.86,. Rov Frank

Chikane, vice President of the Sewato Civie Assocjation ‘1ssued a strong
Warning against a gang of youths who are taking advantage of the unrest and

robbing people of their cars... He sa1d students and political organisations in
the area had made 1t clear this corduct was criminal,

24

‘We want to warn all Soweto residents to e on the alert against theose Jtuminals,
They should report all such cases Lo the Civic Association oftices. ...

The demand tor resources required to wage the struggle against apartheid
{mainly cars anc money) continues to raise problems.  IN Port Alfred

Steps have been taken to safequard the interests of middle seCtory agailns:
whom such demands are normally directed. fTaxi drivers and shopkeepers have
mare arrangements to regulate the use of transport and demardds for
financial contributions. If activists require money, they now approach
one representative of those with transport, imdicating how many people
need to be transported and where. The provision of such transport 1s  then

allocated on an equal and rotating basis amongst the various drivers.

Similarly, the shopkeepers have elected their own treasu cer who makes idi1s-
bursements on all of thelr behal £, for community struggles. No one may approach
indivigual shopkeepers for money, They must always apuroach the

treasurcer . ?pk

Crime control- bailds unity and increases Capacity of and confidence .

Community organisation

There 1s considerable testimony to the effect that crime has amOHmmmom. especrally
viclent crime. 92 There are said to be far fewer stabbings and murders

and 1t is said to be safe to walk along streets in many townships at night,
something that was impossible in the past. This is reported of Uitenhage,
Cradock, Krugersdorp, Duduza, Pretoria, Port Alfred and Alexandra townshap,

among other places. Control and politicisation of shebeen-owners in U tenhage

and Atteridgeville has reduced fighting in shebeens. Titus Motfole says:

1 must sa nzwm<:6 L of the shebeen £s have y0ined

he struc, tures
and are actya ﬂ.cmm

m::m L
able to stop quarrels a disputes at that Lov
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fontzol of crime 138 seen as a key political task. Criminal dctivity 1s
seen as 'delaying the struggle because we take Lune of b important issues of
the struggle to try to attend to those criminal ismaes.t Pyne spent on

crime, prople are urged, should instend e spent on liberating thoemselves . (64 B

The communi.ty organisstions have not always consciously sought to tnvolve them-
selves in dispute settlement and crime cantrol.  In some cases it may not

be fully appreciated that by so doing they are taking over tunctions normally
performed by the State., In Atteridgeville they are not keen to

:}Y\nmxo many of these tasks. They nevertheless recognise that theip capacity
to handle such issues has built confidence in and drawn prople to

the organisations:

The ares committee ig the local structure of the orgamsation. Their
function 1s to try to braing many poople to the organisation in therr area.

But at the same time, hecause people wre no more Ceportiteg cases o the

police they are coming to them in casey of disputes, Jhat is why they

end up handling those cases. If we can help it evfﬁ.uw...:s the area

commlttees would actually be involved 1n more organisational work, pelitical
Wwork —pure palitical work arkd less disputes. Mot what we Nave toutkd Ls

that the solving of these disputes actually helps to strengthen orgargdéit ions
i that people develop confidence in the orgunisation and then from there, they
DeCome part of the organisation. DBut the ares committees #s the local structure
of our organisatlions are not necessarily there waiting for cases or disputes,
Most of the time they are involved in house-to-house campalgns and

Fromoting our campaigns and Promoting our organisat rons, (44 7

Conclusion

The attempts to contrel crime has helped to unite all seetions of the
oppressed community and also shown & capacity of the penple to achi eve

social tasks that have been beyond the ability of the South Aftican government .

It 4lso demonstrates an ability to move bevond rejection of apartheid or

even 'ungovernabllity', The establishment of alternative eople's structures

rai=es the leve! of struggle agalnst apurtheid,
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But the extent to which 1t has been POss1ble to make suol G108 has depended
on the level of Crganization ang degree of PArLicipetion of all sect Lo6s

©f the comnunity, Where vouth alone, CHpeCLal Ly WNOTgan Laend youth,

conduct polic ey anct dispute sSoettoment _::nnpe:z. they tend to have less suppa
trom the rest ot the community.  In such Bltuctions also, thre tend to be

dbuses, Here, one alse tends to fand 'kangaroo courts*

The problem of controlling such tendencies is part of a broader problem
wdentified by such organisations as the Upp andd the NROC ;%0 ensure
that the struggle Agailnst apartheid enJoys partiCipation of all sectors of
the comunity and that itg main direction jis given by adults, especrally
workers, 65

»
The resolution of this problem 1s part of the process of consolidating the
national front against apartheid invelving all sections of the oppressed
commumity. Tt 15 also the basis on witich organs of people’s power
can be erccted. The key development, in this fespect, has been the establishmen
of local political structures, such as area commitees and street commitices,
Originally Stggested by Nelson Mandela in the 19505 as part of his M plan,
the masses have revived the plan, in TANY areas, under the Present conditions

of repression. bt

The development of street, bluck, zone and area committees have been
important shields JJa1nst repression. They have also acted as spears -
enabling the People to organise more effectively, nvelving more and more

people in anti-apartheid activities,

One of the most sigruficant offsprings of the evolution of grassroots

democrat 1o Structures has been the developmaent .m extensive systems of
crime control and dispute settlement Of extensive syst ot
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Undoubtedly there have been many situations where abuses have occurred
under the guise of securing people's justice. What is nevertheless true,
however, is that where a system is deeply rooted and enjoys mass
participation, it wins popular support and confidence. It has also
advanced the struggle for a new South Africa, where the People Govern
themselves, where crime will be reduced -in short, for a democratic

People's South Africa.



